
February 2021 

Dear Faithful of the Most High – 

As I write this article, I am reflecting upon the month of January 2021.  Just as the year 2020 will go down 

in history and be included in American History books and classes in the years to come, so will the month of 

January in 2021.  No matter where you stand in the political spectrum --- we have seen some very dark 

days.   

I am writing this article on the Inauguration Day of our 46th President.  I watched and sang with Garth 

Brooks the beloved hymn “Amazing Grace,” and when he asked “all” to sing with him – those present at 

the inauguration, those at home, all – wherever they were gathered - it resonated within my soul, that if this 

Amazing Grace of God “that saved a wretch like me” – should we not be sharing that Good News to all  

everywhere and extending that same grace to everyone.   

 

I watched as a 22-year-old young woman, Amanda Gorman recite her poem “The Hill We Climb” which 

was inspired by the January 6 riot at our Capital.  Some of my favorite excerpts are: 

Where can we find light? 

There is always light if we are brave enough to see it.  If we are brave enough to be it.       

We as the faithful followers of Jesus Christ, are to be the salt and light of this world.  Salt so that others 

“taste and see” that God is good as the psalmist writes.  We are to be the light, so that others can see the 

light of Jesus shining out from us.  The red-letter words of Jesus in Matthew 5:13-16…   

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no 

longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  

15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light 

to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 

good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

I recently posted on my personal Facebook feed the following from the Clergy Coaching Network, “In a 

world torn apart by anger, hatred and conflict, we have the privilege of being living signs of love that can 

bridge all divisions and heal all wounds.”  That is us you all --- we are the living signs of love - if we are 

the faithful follower of the Most High.  Remember, the world is watching --- us.   

This is hard work --- this being a faithful follower of our Heavenly Father and Savior.  Jesus told us it 

would not be easy, that there would be trials, adversity, grief, agony, anguish, hardship, misery --- and yet 

we follow.  Because in all of that --- we are never alone on this journey.  Jesus said, “I am with you always, 

even until the end of time.” (Matthew 28:20b)   

As we move into the Season of Lent, Ash Wednesday is on February 17 and begins our 40-day journey of 

reflection and contemplation.  During this season we are going to be looking at Savior, What the Bible Says 

About the Cross, a Bible-study by Magrey Devega.   

My dear friend shared with me that during a Seminary, Course of Study Class for her Licensed Local  



 

Pastorate, that she and other students in the class were asked why they would wear a symbol of the cross 

around their neck, on their chest or hanging from their ears.  The professor stated that the Cross was  

offensive and a symbol of persecution.   

So, why is the symbol of the Cross so important to us as Christians? 

We will take a look at, that for many of us, the cross is the central symbol of the Christian faith.  

But what exactly did Jesus do to save us from our sins?  

Why was the cross necessary, and what does it mean for us today? 

We as the human race, have the need for reconciliation between ourself and a holy God and that occurred 

through Jesus’ death on the Cross. The Bible uses many images to understand the meaning of Jesus' death 

and resurrection and we will take a look at these images to achieve a richer understanding of the Christian 

faith, by exploring the mystery of salvation through the Cross.  Our goal will be to achieve a deeper love 

for God and others and strengthen our commitment to follow Jesus. 

Be God’s – Be the Light, 

Pastor Velda 

 



Leadership Council Meeting 
January 19, 2021 

 

Present: 
Steve Schulze    Sandy Lopau   Pastor Velda Maine 
Becky Sietsema   Elly Erks 
 
Finance:  Sandy Lopau 
Provided final giving/tithing total report for the year 2020.     
Received a charitable donation – motion was made, second and passed that this contribution would be 
given to ATLAS.  Contributor asked that council designate where funds would go.   
Discussion was held regarding VANCO – our website giving vehicle.  At this time will continue using but 
may also investigate other options. 
Currently the most cost-effective way to give to the church is either by check or by ACH (automatic trans-
fer from your checking account to the church’s checking account).   No fees apply to these two options.   
 
Worship:  Elly Erks 
Sanctuary was redecorated from Christmas to winter theme. 
Church building reopened for in-person worship on Sunday, January 17, 2021.  New worship time is 9:30 
a.m. 
Rick Erks will now be scheduling assistants in the Sound Booth for worship. 
Julie Dallman will be scheduling ushers and lay readers. 
 
Children’s Education:  Becky Sietsema 
Will be putting something together for the J.A.M. kids for the month of February. 
 
Trustees:  Report given by Pastor Velda as we do not currently have a Chair for Trustees 
Insurance adjuster did a walk through and thorough inspection of the parsonage on January 13 along with 
Steve Schulze, Pete Sietsema and Mark Wiese.  He will provide his report to Church Mutual with his  
findings and we will await Church Mutual’s decision regarding coverage of damage from the faulty air 
conditioning unit and water damage that occurred.   
Mark Wiese had done some research and Intek does testing for black mold, etc.  Recommendation was 
that he set up appointment with them to look at damaged areas. 
Trustees are requesting a Capital Campaign for replacement of the parsonage AC unit.  Quist Plumbing 
provided an estimate for complete project of $15,000.  Motion was made, second and passed that cam-
paign is approved, and Trustees should move forward with the project.  
Flush valves have been replaced on the urinals in the Boys bathroom on the classroom level. 
Sink in Janitor/Custodian closet has been replaced. 
Still have leaking toilets in nursery and upper-level classroom.  Scott will be doing some additional work 
to find problem. 
Mark is contacting other glass companies to look at the North front doors that leak when it rains and the 
East side doors that are no latching properly.  (Repair person was at church today.) 
Fire Extinguisher maintenance person was at church to check extinguishers and made recommendations.    
Looking for an additional man and woman to join the committee.  If you are interested and/or have a  
passion for the care of our church building and parsonage, please let Pastor Velda know. 



 
Pastoral Report:  Pastor Velda 
With change in appointment to ¾ time, will be holding office hours on Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. and on Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  Will be scheduling visits with the elderly and home 
bound in the afternoons on Wednesday and Thursdays. 
Working on updating our membership list with regards to membership, addresses, birthdays, and anni-
versaries.   
Confirmation will begin on January 27 and due to the almost full year of lost class time going to be mov-
ing forward with class twice a week.  Wednesday nights from 7 to 8 p.m. and Sunday evenings from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m.  Students will be engaging in a statewide virtual Confirmation Gathering of the United Meth-
odist Churches on February 3, 2021. 
Will be scheduling “Final Words from the Cross” Lenten Bible Study that we began last year prior to the 
closure of our building due to the pandemic.  Watch for further details to begin after Ash Wednesday.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Next meeting Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 7 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pastor Velda  
 
 
 

FOODSHELF SCHEDULE for 2021  

January 28, 2021 

May 13, 2021 

August 26, 2021 

December 9, 2021 

Please notify Anita Johnson at  

507-658-3970 if you are able to help on 

any of these scheduled days. 

HELP WANTED 

Seeking an individual to serve as a part-time (10 hours) 
per week, Communication Specialist/Church Secretary.   

Job Responsibilities 
• Manage the flow of the office, receive telephone calls, 

 assist visitors, gather and distribute incoming mail, 
 update church web-site and social media presence 
 to reflect current church news and events. 

• Perform church secretary duties including producing 
 Sunday worship power-point.  Send timely notices 
 via email and text messages to team leaders and 
 church members for scheduled meetings and  

•  special church events. 
• Draft, print and distribute church newsletter to  
 congregation electronically and by USPS mail. 

Minimum Qualifications 
• Excellent computer skills with MS Windows operating 

 system, Microsoft Outlook, Office Suite, Social  
 media platforms (Facebook) 
• Strong organizational and time management skills 
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills 
• Experience preferred  
 
Contact Jenny Severson or Pastor Velda to apply. 



Wednesday - February 3 - 7-8 p.m. -  

Virtual State Wide UMC Confirmation Gathering 

Sunday - February 7 - 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday - February 10 - 7-8 p.m. 

Sunday - February 14 - 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday - February 17 - 7 p.m. -  

Ash Wednesday 

Sunday - February 21 - 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday - February 24 - 7-8 p.m. 

Sunday - February 28 - 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Monday, February 8th 
9 a.m. in the  

Fellowship Hall   

Peace UMC would like to 

express our condolences to 

Donna Straw and family in 

the passing of Don.  Don 

went home to be with Jesus 

on December 31, 2020.  His 

service of celebration of life 

was held on Wednesday, 

January 6, 2021 in Jasper.  

WE NEED YOUR HELP   
The Central Air Conditioning Unit in the parsonage  

encountered problems this summer and caused water 
damage due to a condensation/leaking problem.  We 

need to purchase a unit to cool the main floor and add 
eight floor vents and then also two mini-split units for 

the cooling of the four upstairs bedrooms.  Total cost of 
the project is $15,000.  Can we count on you to 

help?  When you make your donation please make 
checks out to the Trustees and indicate in the memo  

section that it is for the Parsonage AC Project.   
Thank you for your assistance.  

Tuesdays from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

February 2 

February 9 

February 16 

February 23 

Peace UMC would like to express our condolences to 

Cheri Jacobson and family in the passing of her  

mother Melba Pack. Melba went home to be with  

Jesus on January 6th, 2020.  Her service of celebration 

of life will he held on February 12th at 11:00am at 

Cornerstone Church in Marshall MN.  



February 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
Prayer Shawl 
5:30-7:00p 

3 
Confirmation 

7-8p 
 

Worship  
Committee 
Mtg 3:45p 

4 5 6 

7 
Worship Service 

9:30am 
 

Confirmation 
6:30-7:30p 

8 9 
Prayer Shawl 
5:30-7:00p 

10 
Confirmation 

7-8p 
 

Trustee 
Meeting 7pm 

11 12 13 

14 
Worship Service 

9:30am 
 

Confirmation 
6:30-7:30p 

 
 

15 16 
Prayer Shawl 
5:30-7:00p 

 
Leadership 

Council Mtg 
7pm 

17 
Ash  

Wednesday 
Service 7p 

 
Confirmation 

7:00p 

18 19 20 

21 
Worship Service 

9:30am 
 

Confirmation 
6:30-7:30p 

22 23 
Prayer Shawl 
5:30-7:00p 

24 
Confirmation 

7-8p 

25 26 27 

28 
Worship Service 

9:30am 
 

Confirmation 
6:30-7:30p 

      



 
5th Lyle & Marjie Oye 
14th Bill & Cindy Miller 

3rd Gwen Jaycox 
5th Tammy Johnson 
5th Lorraine Draper 
9th Carrie Backer 
10th Cindy Miller 
11th Chris Wussow 
12th David Christensen 
12th Lyle Oye 
15th Jeff Terry 
16th Dale Wussow 
16th Andy Bucher 
16th Mary Wabeke 
18th Khloe Ann Visker 
18th Cohen Lane 
19th Judy Sheridan- 
  Christensen 
19th Lydya Martens 
21st Meghan Elgersma 
27th Curtis Hess 
27th Cassondra Whipple 

If you do not see your Birthday or  

Anniversary on the list, or have someone to add, 

please contact Kelli in the Church office at: 

office.peacemethodist@gmail.com 

 

ON-LINE WORSHIP SERVICE – Although 
we are open for worship service, we are still 
broadcasting live via Facebook live. You can 
also watch the past services on our website: 

www.peaceumcpipestone.com 
Everyone is welcome! 

Ash Wednesday  

Service 7:00pm  

Wednesday February 17th 



Peace United Methodist Church 

500 7th Street SE 

PO Box 26 

Pipestone, MN56164 

Phone: (507) 825-4348 

 

Velda Maine, Pastor 

301 8th St SE 

Pipestone, MN 56164 

Mobile: (507) 227-5453 

Parsonage: (507) 825-4418 

Email: pastor.peacemethodist@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary 

Email: office.peacemethodist@gmail.com 

Website: www.peaceumcpipestone.com 

 

Sunday Worship: 9:30am 

PEACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

PO BOX 26 

PIPESTONE, MN 56164 

Be sure to ‘like’ us on Facebook!! 

Stay up-to-date with what’s going 

on at the church.  See photos, 

connect with members and talk 

with the Pastor! 

@peaceUMCpipestone 


